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Natinnal Confcrence on Meligion and Bace
&
To: $teering Comittee

From: Sccretariat

Res Summary of Steering Committec mecting, April 12, 1962
Backgrovmy
With the approval of their appropriate boards, the Departacnt of Racial and

Cultural Relations of the Mational Council of Churches, thc Social Action
Corrission of the Synmagoguc Council of America and the Social Action Department
: of the Mational Catholic ¥clfare Conference are together convening a National
i Conference on Religion and Race to commemorate the centecnnial of the signing of
the Emancipation Proclamation. :

These initisl convencrs (Dr. Irwin Miller for the National Council of Churches,
Rabbi Julius Mark for the Synagoguc Council of Amcrica, Most Reverend William
Cousins for the National Catholic Welfarc Confercnce) have invited a number of
peoplc to serve on an initidl Steoring Committze toget the concrete plans for
the Confurence underway.

The initial convencrs are rcadying an invitation to go to awaricty of Protes-
tant, Catholic and Jowish rcligious and rcligiously identified organization to
join with them in planning the Confecrence, and to become participating organi-
zations in it. The initial invitational letterwas discussed by the Stecring
Cormittcc, and a draft of it is attached, The lotter of invitation will be ac-
corpanicd by a memorandum citing $he significancc of the Confcrence, and in the
case of thc Protestant denominations and organizations a resolution regarding
the Conference adopted by thc Board of the Natienal Council of Churches.

Titlc of Confcrence

Rational Conference on Religiox; and Race. To be subtitled:s A Challenge to '
Justice and lovc. -

Datc of Mccting

« The general agreed intention is to hold the anfcrencc as close to thc beginning
¥ of January, 1963, as possiblc. The centennial date of the signing of the Eman-
eipation Proclamation is Jamary 1, 1963. The Committce cxpresscd prefercnce
K for the datcs Jamary 1 - 17, 15°3, but is also cntertaining January 7 - 10.
Sclection of datc deperds on the date the U.S. Catholic bishops ar? sclcéting
for their own meeting in Yashington, D.C. This determination will be mado on
May 1, 1962, It is expcctod yhat a number of Catholic bishops will be invited
to and attend the Confcrence. '

Place of Confcronce

The initial convoners have mtually selcctod Chicago as the sitc of the Con-
: feronce. - , N A
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legotiat&zam underway for hotcl space in Chicago, and the secrctariat has

od to proccod on this matter. The Stcering Committue asked that
every cffart bc made to hold the Confcrcnce in a first ratc hotel, desnite the
general crowded condition of Chicngo's hotels at that time of year, ani cven
though thc expensc for registrants may be greater tha otherwisce

Attcndance at Conf:rence

By agr.coent of the jnitial convcners the attendance at the Confcrence is to
be by invitation only. The Stcering Committce recommcnded attendance be limited
to 500 delcgatcs plus what additional Chicago participation might berequired
to involve the Chicago lay and clerical rcligious lecadcrship in hosting the
Conference. )

Sccretariat ~

By agrecncnt of thc {nitial convecners, the Mational Catholic Conference for
Interracial Justice will scrve as thc secretatiat for the Confercnce.

-

Letterhead

A letterhead will be prepared for the Conference itself. It will carry at least
the initial conveners, ard the secrctariat with its address, and possibly,later,
all the participating organizations.

Purpose of Confcrence; Bencfits Expected

The members of the Stecring Committce spent somc time discussing what thcy
really hoped might comc out of thc Conference. The following is a summary of
what s:cmed tobe consensus:

We have along range goal of helping to createc a climate in which all Americans
have a feeling of acccptance. We also wish to achieve fruitful contimuous in-
terrcligious cooperation. Here we arc concerned with increased commnication
botween the rcligious groups in Amcrica, not merely on the verbal level, but in
terms of things thcy can do togethore .

We hope that the Confcrence will deal in very concrete and specific ways with
the role of the churches and synagogucs in racial intcgration. The Conference
{tself can definc along rangc gonl for religion in Am-rica re the race prodblem,
and it can outline im=cdiate goals for the churches and synagogue to pur<ue
relative/their owmn roles in race relations, and relative to civic gozls.

to :

Progran

A goencral discussion on thc program of the Confcrence brought out the necessity
for pre involvemcnt of thc various constituencies relating to the Confercnce.
Yarious methods might be utilized: circulation of a draft statemcnt of con-
scionce for discussion; questiommaire to clicit an inventory of thc present
situation of the churches and synagogues Irc the racial issue and racial prac—
tices. Such a questionmaire might result in a profile of the religious commni-
tics in america re the racial issue, and a publication which could be prescrited
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We also ced that as much as possiblc we should plan for aft-r effects. ¥e
hope it #ght be possible to hold similar conferences on thelocal level in L
or § major U,S. citics. We also hopc that th. Confercnce will res:lt in closer
intcrreligious coopcration on the hard racial issues on thc local lovel.

The Stcoring Committecc 2ppointcd Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum to convenc an ad-hoc
Program Sub Committce to consist of Rabbi Philip Hiat, Dennis Clark of the
Catholic Interracial Council of New York, Dr. J. Oscar Lec, Jokn Hope Franklin,
Rabbi Solomon Bernards, Harry Flcishman 2nd othcrs. This Comuittcc is tc draw
up fairly concrotc program suggzstions and plans which can be discusscd and
revicwed at the next meeting of the Stecring Committee and at the first m.eting
of the plaming Committcc in late May. April 23, 2:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M., at
the office of the American Jowish Committee was tentatively picked as the firsti
meeting of this Committre. Tuesday, May 8, was suggested as a possible seccrd
meeting date. oo v

The Program Comaittee might take off from the initial list of ppgram sugges-
tions presented at the meeting of the Steering Committce. This list iz attacheds

Budget: Finances .

The Ste~ring Cormittee reviewed the attached budget, and recommended for
future financial contacts, that thc budget be expanded to include ~bout

$3,000 for extra clerical help just preceeding and during the Cenfcrence it-
self, and 35,000 for possible speakcr oxpensg, travel, etc. General discussion
indicated, however, that wc hope those giving major addresses, papers, cte.,
will either be responsible for their own expenses, or have these costs born

by their rcligious orgonizations.

The draft budget has been introduced to several foundations, and efforts to
securc the nccessary money arc underway,

Further financial explorations should include in thc budget a figurc for
follow up conferances to be held in some of thc major cities of the United
States — possibly L or § conferenccs at an estimated total cost of $19,700
each. The budget might contain 2 phases — one for thc prescnt Confurcnce
and onc for followup conferences. -

Mo financial contributions are required from convening or participating
organizations, though volunt~ry contributions are wclcomed. The Conference
is fo be financcd by rcgistration fees, grants and voluntary gifts.

Dr. J. Oscar Lec agreed to submit the draft budget and our other ide-s to the

Xational Council of Churches finance department for advice; and Rabbi Uarc

Tancnbaum of the American Jewish Committce agreed to submit the same material ~
to his fund raisers.

Planning Committec : ) o o
By agrceoment ‘of the initial conveners each orgaﬁization to be invited to

»
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Note

partic ¢ in the Conference will be asked to appoint a representative to
serve diia Planning Committee. This Committee is to meet initially on May
28 and at Riverside Church in New York (120th and Riverside Drive)e A
notice W1l be sent later on this. '

Public Relations

It was the fecling of thc Steering Committce that initial public announcement

Notc
R————

of thc Conference should be withhcld until after the initial mecting of the
larger Planning Committee. .

Dr. J. Oscar Lec is to convene a small informil group of public relations con-
sultants. . ”

Authority and Chart of Organization

The initial convcners will-draft 2 plan of organization for the Confercnce
(committees and authority), and will present this at the next mecting of the

Steering Committec.

It was generally agreed that cveryone wanted as much involvement in plan.niné
as possible by all the participating organizations. This involvement is
restricted by two contingencics: 1) the nccessity for each of the three
main conveners to be concerncd with the peculiar sensitivitics of cach of the
major religious groupings, and 2) the problem of time. Somc things must

be gottcn underway as quickly as possiblce "

Next Mecting

Note The next mecting of the Stcering Cormittee is scheduled for May 16, 1962,

p—

from 10:00 AY to L:00 PM, in thc of “ices of the Synagoguc Council of
Amcrica, 235 Fifth Avenue, Now York '
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John| W. vardaman, Bsq. . g R
president, Aladama Bar Associatien T e r e de
1014 Commercial Mational Bank puilding ,

Azaiston, Alabama A .
- ~ ' R '/i'~’ . .. S
_ Dear Nr, Vardamans S e “"' .

: T we Alabamians tend to take our politics
seriously. Campaigns are hard fought. Our recent
experisnce followed that pattern.

: Bowever, once the people have spoken, a5
good Americans we abide by the result and try to make
our represeantative system of governnent work for the
benefit of all. .o ,
‘ .. ehere are important rules which govern the
conduct of that systea. Regardleas of the political
, faction to which one By belong, or the individual
- candidates whom he may suppert, everyons owes basic

ey e

~ ~_- Meccording to press reports, one of the can-
: didates for high office in Alabama'’s recent pcimazies,
. himself a lawyer, told his audiences, “the U. 8. has
‘¢the sorriest Federal court system in the world.'
The Supreme Court « « o ‘doesn't Bave °‘the legal brains
' to try » chicken thief.’ And District Judge Prank
Johnson, who ordered wvoting records turned over to ,
the Civil Rights Commission during its probe of Hegro
disenfranchisement, 18 as sn ‘integrating,
scalawvegging. carpetbagging 1iaz.’”  ("wall strest
__-Journal®, Nah-28, 1962.) = o -
4 "'Ewﬁﬂt-b-;g i simel T - . s
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G-nonl. Ruh. adoptod by the Aladbame snu
Bar Association, for the g\udmco o! its n.hon. read
in pezxt:

*l. 7The zespect onjo&md by law !o:
eourts and judicial officers is exacted
gor the sake of the office, and not for -
the individual who adainisters it. Bad -
opinion of the incusbent, however well
founded, cannot excuse the withholding
of the respect dus ths office, while ad-
ministering its functions.

*2. The proprieties of the judicial
station, in a great measure, disable the
Judge from defending himsel?f against
strictures upoa his official conduct.
gor this reason, and because such criti-
gisms tend to impair public confidence in
th. adainistration of justice, attornsys
“should, as a rule, refrain from published
exiticism of judicial conduct, especially”
in reference to causes in wvhich they have

. peen of counsel, otherwvise than in courts
ef zeview, or when the conduct of a judge
4s mscessarily involved in determining
his removal from or ocoantinuance in offics.”

- A, . e .
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Lawyers, above all other ‘eitizens, are
dedicated to ths belief that judicial administra-
tion is a basic component of our system of govern-
ment. The quality of that component depends to & -
great extent upoa ths manner in which attorneys '
discharge their professional responsibilities.
Lawyers must therefors always bes men “who are
zeady to aid in the shaping and application of
those wise restraints which sake men free.®

k-3
>

R oA E

Z£ the above press reports are in error
they should be corrected. If thay are correct, it
seems to us that perhaps inquiry by the Bar into
the propriety of the quoted remarka with respuct to

~S the judiciary, might well be in order. . ' .

We write not in rancor or partisanship.
Our concern is mot with {ndividuals, or particular .
causes, or political factions. We seeX only to - l
saintain in our freat state that respect for lawv and
the courts which is essential to the preservation of
the freedom of all. . B B :

-
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P. ¥Walter Jones,
P.0.B0x 285,
Roysal 3uilding,
Aldany, Ga.

- |
Dear Mr. Jones:

X dastea to extend you ay van congratulations
on your victory iz the FPifth Circuit Court of Appeals
snd 1n tlhe United States Supreae Court in the PRl =
Whitus case. I knov it must have afforded you great
sstisfaction to have Deen sdle to odtain & trial for
Phil Vhitus, protected by guarantees vouchsafed to
34m By the Constitution of the United States.

Yith nnnt rusrdn onc best vi-hu for :ou
oonslnnod ouccon, I an .

”~

L Siae orcly ronra P

HARRYB.KELLEHER Lo
_Barry 3. touohor
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Dean Russell D. lilos

rt on ‘the Activities of the civil
Liberties Center for the Acadenmic Year
1961-62, - : : S

x. In the paragraphs that follow our activities for the past
acadenic year are reviewed, Altbough I assuned the active
.responsibility for the Civil Liberties Center in March 1961,
and began making plans for the past year almost immediately, it
was pot until October 1961, when the student fellows in civil
1iberties became available, that the program for the year moved
into gear. . CL .

In many respects, 1 regard this first year of my responsib-
111ty as preliminary, with much attention necess:rily-devoted to
organizational matters and to building for the .future,- Many of
the plans I have and many of the projects that are under way will
take some time to germinate, and 1 believe that pot for another
year will we be able to estimate the degree of success of our
early efforts, . ‘ '

N

1., Personnel, The Arthur Garfield Hays Fellows for the
1961-62 academic year were Jeffrey M. Albert, LL.B. Harvard,
graduate fellow, and Joseph Edward Downs and Alvin M, Goldman,
senior fellows. The graduating student chosen for the first
Robert Marshall Fellowship was Nathan Greene, LL.B.y4 Vayne State.
When Mr. Greene was recalled into military gervice !n»!eptember,
.1 interviewved a number of candidates among the graduate students
4n attendence at the Law School and selected Robert E, Burns, -
L:i!. Yale, who became the first bolder of the Marshall Fellow-
ship. . o

™~

The efforts to attract more applicants for the graduating

fellowships continue, The result this year was disappointing,

sltbough we did receive more applications than ever before.
Because of the publicity I bave attempted to give our civil

- 4ncrease next year and plan to take steps early in the fall
semester to encourage qualified senior law students to apply.

= The assotiation with Mr, NMorton Lane, s lawyer who is
oonfined to an iron lung on Welfare Island, bas continued, As
E'gou know, in 1960 he received a two year grant from the Meyer
Foundation, MNr. Lane produced two substantial papers this yesr.
SN bhe coapleted a paper oa “Conteapt and the
Trisl.” Be then turned his attention to a

s

»

1iberties program at otbher lav schools, 1 look forward to » ..rkgd'

»
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e project for the American Civil Liberties Union -- an analysis
" of proposed changes in the Uniform Code of Military Justice ==
- which was completed in February and was well received by the
ACLU. Since completing this project, Nr, Lane Ras been doing
work op the thorny problems flowing from the recent
F pgislative reapportionment, Baker

- 1%" R 5 abers

. Toward the end of this year, the Meyer Poundation renewed

Mr. Lane's two year grant., The Law Scbool will continue to

administer it and 1 sball try to provide him with suitable

gesearch projects. I sbould add that a senior law student,

.. Carl Lobell, deserves credit for his work during the past.two
academic years in assisting Mr, Lane in a variety of ways --

by providing research assistance, transporting books from the .,

. 33brary, etc.

3. Advisory Committee. As a means of establisbing
- eclose relations with the national civil iiberties .
' organizations, I formed an advisory committee to the Civil ..
Liberties Center duripg the summer of 1961, The members of
. .the Advisory Committee are the legal representatives of these
pational organizations as well as individuals wbo in the past
have taken an active interest in civil liberties probdblems,
When the Advisory Committee was set up, I boped that its
members would assist me in at least three ways -- by
suggesting live topics for research, by participating in
seminars on important legal questions, and by soliciting our
Belp with legal problems facing their respective organizations,
thereby enabling the student fellows to obtain an enhanced
experience in the law relating to civil liberties. '

During its first year the Advisory Committee substantially
gratified my bopes for it. The members suggested many excelleat
subjects for research, participated in a successful conference,
and mace generous use of the legal services available at the
Center., The Advisory Comnittee met twice during the academic
year, November 3, 1961 and March 6, 1962, ’ S

S. Research, Shortly after becoming director of the
Center, I Jdecided to alter the previous policy of concentrating
research on only one topic each year. It seemed to me that

_, fruitful results could flow from work in a pumber of fields, .
~and that the students would derive a better younded educational
experience from working on several unrelated matters. co

This acadenic year the student fellows and I bave worked

on several papers for publication., Among then are the Lo

spplicability of the rule of the Jencks case to state courts,

"legal safeguards for the freedoam o expression of students,
. the 1 ‘defense of saopopular persons in the United States, -
lication ¢f the federal antitrust laws to agree- . ’
ssl estate brokers mot to sell to members of minority

I S s a5 . Al i . A llonts P e 2o




t our m
= ding research projects.
~iany of the organizations requested our belp on a mumber of

s gxtremely interesting projects.
"Surnished legal assistance in the following matters. :

£ ‘I iatend to devote s good part of this summer to these
v4, and 1 have hopes that some of then will be published

-

3 ~'lu¢¢eition of- certain members
e, 1 agreed early this year to provide
1iberties organizations to the extent

anpower permitted without interferiag with any
This program has met with success.

puring this academic year we

To tbe American Jewish Committee, On the

applicability of the federal antitrust laws .
to agreements by the District of Colunmbia : o
real estate community not to sell homes in '
certain areas to Negroes, Oriontals,_or'so's.,;.

To tbe NAACP, with respect to the jurisdictional
and other problems involved im starting an action

‘to end discrimination against Negroes in bospital

facilities in North Carolina.

To CORE, on the validity of a trust under
Californis law that provided for the incone

to be used to support Negro minors whose
parents were convicted of crimes of a political

nature.

To the ACLU, on proposed changes ia the _ o o

Uniform Code of Military Justice (by NMr.
logtonunano). '

To the ACLU, on the American and English .
1aw relating to "security for good bebavior”
required of certain crimipal defendants, in
connection with a study being conducted by the
fndian Law Institute on deprivations of civil
1iberties in India throughb this means. -

To the Emergency Civil Liberties Comnittee,
oo the right of the United States to restrain
sn slien from returning to ihis nativc_country.

To the ACLU, on the problem of exbaustion
of state court remedies ian connection with
en action for habeas corpus in the Federal.
District Court of Oklaboma, S

e ACLU, os its protest to the T
rtaent of Defense of an investigstios =~ -
o the mewspaper The Overseas Weekly, . - = ..

-3_ o o o - -. o '
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Tb tho ACLU, on its proteot to th. Departuent
" of Defense of a.trial by a military court of
‘"an army reservist whc bad vigorously protested
his recall to active duty during tha Berlin

n to tho work provided the nattonal civil
anizations, the Center responded to requostn froa
e United States Cormission for Civil Rights in connection with
ts project on The Law.and Minority Groups (with particular
- “‘emphasis on the right to counsel) and from the YWCA on the '
*»Constitutionality of providing school credit for pupils released
-~ from Mew York public nchooll to obtain religious tnstruction.

8. Conferences. This year the.Center conducted a
conference on novel lines. Instead of holding an open forum
for the public, we decided to call together a group of

- professors and lawyers for intensive discussion of a specific
. €¢ivil liberties problem, The Advisory Committee concurred on
this venture, and on March 6, 1962, we held a working seminar
on a subject favored by most members of the Committee -~ ‘the
constitutionality of public aid to church-related schools and

the related problem of standing to challenge thc ‘rant of such
aid in ‘both the Federal and State courts,

Among the 25 persons who participated were Professor

Louis L, Jaffe of Earvard Law Scbool; Professor Gerald Gunther

of Columbia Law School; Professors Cahn and Redlich of our own
faculty; Mr, Leo Pteftcr, legal director of the American Jewish
Congress; Mr., #illiam J, Butler, who recently argued the School
Prayer case in the United States Supreme Court; and lir. Kenneth

¥, Greenawalt, who bas filed briefs in all the n:jor church—stato .
cases in the Supreme Court, -

4 professional reporter transcribed the discnssion. The
transcript bhas now been edited and distributed to all those
present as well as others interested ia this problem, Altbough
the round-table form is not the usual one for law review articles,
I bope to see it published scmetime mext yc:r.

BRI - - @, Seminar, I offered the seminar "Civil’ Labcrties and thc
- Constitution” during the fall semester. It took the form of a
= gtudy of important current civil liberties problems. About
balf the sessions were conducted by guests chosen because of
" their expertness on the particular subject under discussion. The
- Other meetings were conducted by two students, -ho preparod thair :
presentation under my supervision, . . ‘

ly guests at the geminar were Mr, Osmond X, !rncakol,
oral Counsel ef the American Civil Liberties Union; Mr. Edward.
z.Gensral Cosnsel to the United States Naturalizas-
tion Service; Mr, Oscar K. Davis, then First
Solteitor General and -laeo appotutod Judgc ol
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rollnent in'the

Court of Claims; Professor John T. Noenan Jr.’ of Notre

e Law School and the Editor of the Natural Law Forum; Mr.

of Coviagton and Burling, former law clerk to
n; and Mr, Alan U. Schwartz, of

AL
R WL ‘ o

During

this yoaf'vas-!ittoon ss

compared ¥#ith eight last year and four the year before.

‘**f:- Public Appearances, i
R made the Yollowing public appearances on subjects in the civil
*¥: 14berties field: , . -

the past scademic year,  §

a. - At the Notre Dame Law School, on the obligation
of lawvyers to represent unpopular defendants.

At a radio broadcast of the NAACP, in connection
with the celebration of Bill of Rights Day.ﬁ .

* . £
At a forum of the New York Committee 0f Democratic
Voters, on a proposed New York State legislative

program for civil rights. ..

aent,

Punds.

At the National Board of the !wtk; on the iegal
and political aspects of logislative.rcapportion-

This has been another disappointing year

f£inancialYy, From the beginning of this fiscal year, September

1, 1961, to
in gifts, T
$42,625,00 a
1962, Tbhis

$100,000 from the

income from

April 30, 1962, a total of

$1,526,07 was received

he net balance of the fund has dropped from N

s of March 31, 1961,

which will be sufficient

seeded annually to defray tbe cost o

fellowships

In summary, I believe it fair to
concluded bas been an active and prof

" 3iberties program,

in eivil liberties.

Nevertheless, as

to $34,585.4
condition is partially offset by the grant of
Robert Marshall Civil Liberties Trust

as of April 30, o

tho‘
to provide tbe fun
£ one of the two graduate .

éiy that the year jubt
{table one for the civil
1 suggested at the outset

of this report, the full potentialities of the progran remain

assess the results of our efforts,

- o be tapped and more time is required before we can confidently

. lJﬁJﬁaﬁo°; ) F
Rornan Dorsen, Director

Civil Liberties Center
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Memo to Highlandsr Contributors

«
bt

We hope Yyou will agres with our decision not to
bid on the Highlander Folk School property in Font-
~ eaglse The Board of Directors dscided that it is
+ more irportand to count on our many generous supporters
for carrying forward with the Highlander Center pro-
gnan, rather than for purchasing the old property

r kel _
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Although there are many sentimenta) »~ mnes-
reasons lupf‘nv#i-- ! -
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Honorable John L. McClellan.
United States Senate,. _
".Senate Office Building, BT Sl

Washington, D.C. : : o .

Dear Senator McClellan: —_ : 3‘} > ‘
| have recently had the distinction of being recognized .' '

"§jn two separate events occurring in the judicial field and wish

to inform you of them in furtherance of my request that 1 be .

given consjderation whenever a new Federal Judge is appointed

for Arkansas.
b

First, as shown by the attached clipping from the August
Bulletin Of The Section Of Judicial Administration, I have been
pamed chairman of a committee of the National Conference of .
State Trial Judges created for the purpose of preparing a book
by judges for judges’, in which it is hoped to accumulate, 1
primarily for the benefit of the neophyte judge, the practical ¢

= ©- . experience of many able trial judges on the everyday problems
=2 inherent in the administration, practices, procedures, tech-
niques and policies of the trial judges office. There is no such
source of guidance now available and we hope to fill the void a8

stated in the enclosed announcement. . y o » l

A

-

TN The "Trial Judges Book Committee'’, as it has been
"~ eofficially designatéd, held its Yirst meeting July 6th and Tth,
1962 and the work has commenced. 1 know that you will recog-
" pise this as a needed and worthwhile undertaking. X

e Secondly- During a five day period commencing August
8, 1962 a 'Qtoup of 20 jurists and educators met at Newport Beach,

Califognia at the request of the chairman of the Joint Committes
IRyt ti ve Administration of Justice, the Honorable Tom
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United
EPhe purpose of this- mesting was to evaluate the seminar
= onducted to date for state trial judges by thé Joint
6os o guide the
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ttes and to make detailed recommendati
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Committee in preparing and conducting future seminars and
the overall educational program of the Joint Commattee. The
comments and recommendations of the group were considered
by Justice Clark to be of such value that the group was organ-
ised on a permanent basis as an Advisory Council to the Joint
Committee For The Effective Administration Of Justice and® ’
will meet periodically to carry out the functions stated above.

It was and is my privilege to be a member of this group
which consists of two Federal judges, thirteen state trial
judges, three law professors and one state court administrator.
Associate Justice William J. Brennan, Jr. of the Supreme
Court of the Uaited States presided at the meeting and was
named chairman of the permanent Advisory Council.

With my highest regards and thanks for your comidér;tiéu..» -

Sincerely yours,

-

£s i
i ::jw‘:t:%
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* special committee headed bﬁud'ge Paul Walfe of Fort

.. Smith, Arkansas, to
i\:fcs' The book, which will be the firse publication of
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE

" TRIAL JUDGES TO PUBLISH

800K FOR JUDGES
Ralph H. Pharr, Chairman of the Narwnal Confer-

ining in a

repare

,:dor State Trial Judges has announced the formation of a

publish a bouk “by judges

single volume the accumulated wis-

F dom of many cxperienced judges relating wo the practical

- aspects of

the work inherent in the judicial offi.e. is expeceed

- o0 be a year and a half in preparation. At present, Judge Phaer
- poced, there is not any single authoritative and readily avail-

iation of 2 Jadges

. able written source to which the judge-elect can tum for
practical guidance before or after he takes the bench. The

TR regigyer— ;
.. [
ST ek Gl : the Natiunal Conference of State Trial Judges for several

Bonk has been under consideration

% - moaths, Judge Pharr sid. and the decision to go forward
with the project was
son and scudy. The Juine Committee for the Effective Ad-

~ ministration of Justice
Conference in this important project, and publication will
be under the imprimatur of the National Conference of
Trial Judges and the Joint Committce for the Effcctive

ration of Justic
of

onsiderable investiga-
will cooperate with the National

e.
the Judges Book will be co enhance

ormance of the judiciary at the trial level.
w0} gel'han.aadwpnwkkd\emlyd«td

'i!lfah:ok

which will acquaine him with the

B 1 e iudicial and admisis
of ociginal jurisdiction in civil -

> s scandards of performance.
.llmﬁiu-nlobcahd-

. for its objective will be 1 acquaint

n‘probk-lm:depﬁ-
o . [ '-

make in order ro carry out the’

Judicial Administration

~——

cial function and through experience thus vicariously ob-
tained, 10 prepare him to ¢ on his own. Judge Pharr ‘said
the Judges Book will fulfill a long standing need for 2
written consensus of experienced and respected judges as
to the best methods for the cffective administration of justice.
The National Conference of State Trial Judges. which is
a part of the Section of Judicial Administration, is well
equipped to undertake the exacting task of publishing such
a buok, since irs membership conssitutes a rich source of
judicial experience and “know how.” Judge Wolfe, under
whose supervision the Jadger Book will be prepared, has
indicazed that the tone of the bouk will be conversational and
informal. in the mature of 2 personal discussion berween
judges concerning practices. procedures, techniques and poli-

" cies based updh the collective experience of state wrial judges

of recognized ability. It is felt that in the publication of such
a work the National Coaference ot only will be discharging
a dury, he said, buc that it has the opportunity to rruf‘c a
valuable and important contribution to the adminntration
of justice. N '

. . o - °




SOCIAL ACTION N

NATIONAL CATHOLAIC WELFARE CONFEREN‘C’E
12 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE NW. WASHINGTON S. o C.
vz ADDRESS ENNSEE TeLePnone REsuBLic 7.3553

May 25, 1962

]

Dear Bob:

Your gentle criticism of the clergy during the course
of your remarks on Saturday afterncon at the meeting of the
President’'s Conference on National Econcmic Goals prompts me to

T let you know that our organization, in cooperation with the
leading Jewish and Protestant organizations in the field of
social action, have scheduled an extraordinarily important
conference on the subject of race relations for January 14-17,
1963. The enclosed material explains the nature and the purpose

= ' of the conference in some detail. It will be by all odds the

most important meeting of its kind ever held in the United States.

Incidentally the sponsors of the meeting will, within

the near future, address a letter to the President inviting him

to give the principal address at the conference.

\ It was nice seeing you again on Saturday afternoon.

With every best wish I remain,

% ’ Cordially yours,

) - - / | e A" J '// Zt—~
. : ' - pef Rev. Msgr. George G. Higgins
<

The Honorabie

Robert F. Kennedy
" Attoruey General of the United States

- - - Department of Justice
Washington 25, D.C.
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Honorable Robert F. Kennedy

Attorney General of the United States . -
Department of Justice : R - .
Washington, D, C. ' -

T TS B

N EL i

Dear Sirs

As President of the Alabama Christian Movement For Human Rights
of Birmingham, Alabama, I request the aid and acsistance in two
cases nov pending in the United States District Court for the lorthern
District of Alabama (Southern Division)., One case is filed against the
Jury Board of Jefferson County, Alabama, and the other is against the ;
Board of Registrars of Jefferson County, Alabama. Attorney Orzell Bill- ;
ingllcyi Jr., has sent Mr. Burke Marshall a copy of the complaints in-

. ..: .' Mn -
\ K. Mk
R L

volved in both cases, The case against the Jury Board was heard on , *
May 16 and 17, on an application for a preliminary injunction. . P
The testimony showed that only one Negro had served on a Crand Jury ?
(1957) in modern times, and none had served on a petit jury in the area k)
known as the "Bessemer Cut Off” in Jefferson County, Aladama. In the el
LBtreninghan Area®, it was shown that one or two, or zaybe three Negroes ol
had on some occaaions served on the Grand Jury and only a few had ever '

" " served on a petit jury in said area,
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-2- May 23, 1962

Honorable Fobirt F, Kernecy

- :
It was estallished duriny the trial of this cause that a jury
venire penerally consisted of from 100 to 150 names, armd usually there
were fror. five to seven !legroes listed thereon. One witness testified
that he had seen as many as 15 or 20 on one occasion, The persons
listeZ on the venires would pather in the jury room and were broken up
into panels of 24 to 36. Such panel would be sent to a courtroor for
the purpose of organizing a petit jury (12 ren). This panel was drawn
from a box by the Judpge and the bailiff could tell by the number on the
card, even though it did not carry any racial {dentification, whether
or not the nurber referred to a Negro or white juror, The bailiff would
announce this, and the Court would inquire of the attorneys as to their
desire for the Negroes being brought cown with the panel of 24 to 36,
For this reason, sozetimes the Hegro jurors would rerain in the jury
room for a week or until the jurcrs were excused. This happened in
spite of the fact that the dockets are always loaded, and seven Courtroors
are enpapec constantly in jury trials. ‘

I am inforned that the members of the Jury 3oard knew very little
about their activities. The woman member did not do anythiny except
attend meetinys and draw her salary. Another member submitted the names
of his friends or persons who would contact him. It appearec as {f sole
control was, and is, in the clerk of the Jury Board. lle testified that
he was not acquainted with any Negroes of the community, but did attempt
to convass a few Hepro communities, but cdue to hostility on the part of
some Hegroes, he was unable to fet names for jurors. tie sent out nearly
80 letters to leading lepro citizers for nares, but seldom received an
answer., Most of the legro lawyers receivec these letters. lle did not
send any letters to white persons. I never received any such request,
nor have I dVer been called for Jury duty. The jury roll is corpiled
every twn years and the Clerk of the Jury Board would hire at least five
white women, but only convassed white neipghborhoods. Their salaries are
approximately $250.0C per month, They are selected throuph the Personnel
Board of Jefferson County, Alabama, The Jury Roll consisted of 8,892
names in the Bessemer Cut Off and 43,836 names in the Birmingham Area.
The Jury Clerk dic not use the registration lists to compile the jury
roll. These lists would have been one of his best means of doing so.

The Jury Board of Jefferson County, Alabama, is governec by special
statutes., See Code of Alabama, Recompiled Title 62, Sections 196-228
and Title 30. See also Title 30 of saic Code. I am informed that the -
case against the Board of Registrars is set for a hearin; on the plead-

ings on May 23, 1962 in the above named District Court.
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Honorable ntcrt F. Kennedy -3- ' May 23, 1962
. - . . B - . . -

-

The jury system in Alabama is a very serious matter, and it is
impossible for llegroes to receive fair trials in any case so long as
such a system prevails. The §ury system in the Feceral District Courts
of Alabama is as terrible. Attorney Billingeley can supply you with all
of the necessary facts and witnesses, including white persons. I can
assure you that the information which can be obtained by you will be
shocking. I am inforred that 184 U.S.C. Sec. 283, provides for criminal
penalties in such situations.

We are without sufficient facilities to do a constructive job in
these matters, and we must seek your assistance,

Thanking you for your kind codperation and immédiate attention in
this matter, I an

Sincerely yours,

F. L. Shuttlesworth

. President
FLS/ 33w
e¢ct Honorable Burke Marshall
Assistant Attorney General .
Department of Justice .
" Washington, D. C. . :
- ———— - - - T - é
. é i
e I ] 1
T e e e —_—— -
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HECITY OF VICKSBURG -

- = ~..."RED CARFETCIIY OF THE SOUTH-

LT g T

URG, MISSISSIPPI

JOHN D. KOLLAND, Maeyor

October 2, 1962

—?

Honorable Robert F. Kennedy

The Attorney General of the United States
Department of Justice

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Attorney General:

I was one of the millions of listeners who heard your remarks on

NBC Television last night, October 1, 1962, when you were interviewed by
Mr. Brinkley. , ‘

o I understood you to say that all the Federal Courts held James
Meredith should be admitted to the University of Mississippi. This is a
misleading statement. You are surely aware that the United States District
Court found Meredith was properly refused admission to the University, and
the refusal was not because of race. You must also be aware that the United
States Circuit Court of Appeals ignored the fundamental rule of law that the
findings of fact of the trier of facts, judge or jury, must stand if supported by
evidence, in reversing the trial court, You must also know that the Supreme
Court of the United States chose to reverse the interpretation of the 14th
Amendment if held for more than 50 years, in declaring certain social i
practices acceptable to the overwhelming majority of the people of Mississippi E
and many other states, to be contrary to that Court's new ideas of the meaning L
-of that amendment. You also know that, contrary to the clear words of
. _Section 5 of the 14th Amendment, that Court, and the inferior Federal Courts
“ following its example, has used the power vested by the several states in the
Congress of the United States. You must also admit that the people and the
states are afforded no redress except appeal to that same court. In fairness,
- Jou must admit that there is little consistent with our traditional concepts of
" @ fair and impartial trial and government by the people in these events. That
it bad been done before does not make it right; that the Federal Government
ke - Das the might to compel our compliance does not make it right; thata political
g . PATty can profit by its accomplishment does mot make it ri ht. In truth, this
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Honorable Robert F. Kennedy
Page Two

October 2, 1962

is not government of the people and

by the people - this is government by
executive and judicial decree. :

-

Stripped of its social implications and emotionalism, the ultimate
issue is: whether we are free men who govern ourselves - whether under
the Constitution, only the Congress of the United States is empowered to make

laws, or whether the Federal Executive, acting in concert with the Federal
Courts can circumvent the Congress, '

There are those who applaud your objective of a new social order.
If they are blind to the destruction of principle to accomplish this,
not worthy of the heritage of freedom sacrificed to accomplish it,

they are

Unless you abide by the Constitution of the United States and the laws
enacted by the Congress pursuant thereto, and join with us as free men in
requiring the other branches of the Federal Government to restrain themselves
within the limits of the powers granted them by consent of the states and the

people thereof, the world will see, in calmer days to ceme, that at Oxford,
© Mississippi, Americans let freedom die. . '

Since you are an honorable man, entrusted with high office, I am

. sure you will use tnat office to correct the erroneous impression in your
previous interview, and fully inform tae people of the United States on this
-issue of such grave and lasting effect not just on Mississippi, but on all these

United States.




Honorable Robert F. Kennedy

The Attorney General of the United States
Department of Justice

Washington, D. C.
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Sows Point, Miosinsiyy
September 27, 1952

—— e

i (ﬁdj% I_"

.
-

Attorney General Rotert F. Kennedy / .
Office of the United State: Attorrey General
‘ﬁaahington, p. C.

Dear Mr. Xennedy: [ R
& I R 2
Perhaps it would be approprl‘!: for me to idertifly
myself first. I am a white minister ( I a= sorry
circumscances make it necessary for ze 2o identify
myself in this manner ) in the Methodist Church
:;ooontly serving the Methodist Church in Noss ﬁoint,
ssissippi. T am a native Mississipplan, having teen
born in Meridian, Mississippi. I am a graduate of the
University of Mississippi. { I was also gracduated
froa Buory University, Atlanta, Georgla; Columdla
Cniversity, Mew York; and Union Theo vgical Seminary,

. New Yorx ).

It is hardly necessary for me to tell you of tne

very serious situation that has develcped in Mississippi;
you have been watching it witn conrserrn, However, you
wateh from a ccnsiderable distance, and it =aight very
well be that inasauch as I am here and involved with
thesze people I can give you at least a sxhall dit of

1” 1‘h‘ . w - .- .

The critical nature of th¥s situation ‘s didpelopelas ¢
the direct result of reactinaary and irresponsible &« '
political leadership, a reactionary press ( The
influence of the twc Jackson papers - The Clarion
Ledger and The Jackson Daily News - with state-wide
circulation ) has been particularly destructive, the
Wh'te Citizers Council { which, as you kncw 1s a kind
of Ku Klux Klan in "grey flannel sui:s™, reactionary
_and limited people ir places of authority ( Mayors,
Sheriffs, Police officers, etc. ), and finally, the
presence of a mass of white people whi have been
eonditioned in a very conservative envirsnmernt.

B

Almost every statezent that has teen made by the
politicians ard the press has been caitulated to
inflame and arouse the people. The atmosphere that
" has been created is not conducive to calm thinking
. and reascn. An hysterical temper grips the state. -
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Llows Feixt, Biviamies

The pathetic legisiaturse is ready and willing to

pPass the moe: senssless anc unconstitutional laws

in an effort to ass!et Governsr Roass Barnett in :

his arrogant and irraticnal defiance of the federal
this situat

governmsnt.
t the iBpreas 1#

support Bf all

" If one llnici/Lis efforts tc apprsise th
to the Micslassippl press he wil ?a
114

that Governér Barnett has ths s>

»

Miss!saippians, This
Miesissippians would
which they bave come

ia not true. Protably mus: white
like to preserve tegresation |
to associate with a ™way cf .ife"

they cherish becausa it helpr thea fael superior and

secure. 2ut a lot of these Misslsaippiarns ars watching
tke tradiviorsa! pattern of legalized sezrecation wile
and wither away all around thew ( throughcut the Ssuth

-'d
and they are bazcming increasingly convinced that i
will happan here,

too. This 1s contrary to the Micsissippd
politislan's ineistence tiat 1% will naver happen hare.

)
]

Por example. There is a s5-called "unwritten law" that
sorbids athletic teaws of the state ccliezes and
univarsitiss frem participating in athleii-s contasts
againet any team tha* is integratei, ™ite zmuans trat
nc Mississippl tesn, regardliess of now &6od In quality
and record, can tak: part in an intersectional game,
national tournament, or post-ssason howl ccontest tras

-~
-

involves playing againat an ingeg-ated tea:‘ﬁo far > &
in my many cosversatiors witi. issiesippianP th ch- 7 o oo
~Out the atate cver a jeriod ¢ five or alx ysars I il

have not teen abla to find a 2ingle rersun who zows
along with this policy. Every person I hLave talked
with hae agreed that Missiasippt “eans should be allowsed
0 play against an; and 2ll teams. Thne cnly peogpie [
bave fcund whe support this ™unewritten law” ars scme
- 0f the state politicians and they zave not tesn atle
to give as reasons for supporiing it, : ’

Perhaps even more to the poin: { and more relevant to
the current situaticn ) is the fact that I ran go into
any barber shop in this ares - anj you know the kind
of pecple who loiter around small-town barber shuype -
and I cen hear a conversation that is filled with vioiens
hard-bitten, bit~er languagze giving the attitude ant
ction of Goveraor Earnett unqualified suppert and I
an plek yup ths conversation and in ten minutes have
veryone in the barber shop saying audibly that the. .
Governor should not closs the University of Mississipzt
:4m an effort to keep it segrezated ani that be should
.. not da anything that will adversely affezt the standi

B

el >




or accreditation of the University of Mississippi.

I mention this simply to say that Barnett does no:
have the solid support of ths state in what he is
doing. : :

I will close this letter ty saying I think you should

- do evarything in your power to make ths Governor of
Mississippl comp}y with the faderal court order.
James Mereadith should be enrqfled ag & atud_gn& Q )
University of Missiseippi. - -

Assuring ycu of my continued interest, I am
Sincerely,

‘vR. Stewart Smith




Bonoradle Robert F, Kennedy
Attoraey Ceneral
Departzeat of Justice
Constitution Avenuse
Washington, D, C,

Dear Mr, Kennedy:

¥ith tte convering of the 83th Congress just a few
weeks amy, T want to take thie opportunity to express ny
sincers thapks for the cooperation and assistance vendered
by you ard your staff, While we did not alw=ys agree on all
of tie answers or final determiratiors, norethaless, vour
underatzrding ard help were appreciated., * look forward to
coatinved harsonjous relatioas in the bext two years in our
efforts to be of service to the people,

At this tize I would also 1ike to particularly cite
the fine work of ir, Burke ‘arshall snd !'r, ¥alter D, Sabli,
Bistrict Director of the Detroit Regional office of the Immi-
gration and Natuiralization Service, I an zratoful for their
eofforts, I
i PR
Thank you again. With varnest por-enal regards,

ltneoroxy.




